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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study a characteristic of the way of life of blind musicians in
Thai society and to construct identity on their life. Data were collected from a sampling group of 9 blind
musicians, 3 entrepreneurships who locate near the performing state and 6 donators by applying a qualitative
research method by means of ethnomethodology, a data-gathering means with the in-debt interview, focus
group and participate observation.

The research findings demonstrate that most of blind musicians were congenitally blind; have a
family by getting married with normal people; were people with domiciles in the countryside and had the
maximum educational level being a secondary school. The blind could live their daily lives the same as people
with normal eyesight. Other than performance of music, their supplementary occupation was trading. There
had been emphasis on playing in the educational institutions. A format for setting up a band was of a familial
character. Musical instruments were those already used. Strategies in performing music were selection of
songs befitting a group of audients. Allocation of income after deduction of expenses would be equally
divided. Problems and obstacles in performing music were a weather and economic condition, band seclusion
to become soloists, criminals and municipal officials

Blind musicians constructed identity by play music for deconstruct social 's discourse, that they
were disadvantaged people. Although blind musicians construct their identity to appear for people, but their
way of life still under social construction. Perhaps blind musicians get expectation and define my meaning to

construct identity.

Key words: The way of life, Blind musicians
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